CORONAVIRUS UPDATE
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: March 20, 2020
Current Vigo County Surveillance:
General
· Total Confirmed Cases in Vigo County: 0
· Total Active Cases in Vigo County: 0
· Total Recovered Cases in Vigo County: 0
· Total Deaths in Vigo County: 0
Confirmed cases include presumptive positive cases
Active cases = total confirmed –total recovered – total deaths.
Hospitals
Regional Hospital: Beginning Tuesday, March 17, no visitors will be permitted at Terre Haute Regional Hospital.

Exceptions will be considered in the following areas where a patient may receive 1 visitor, over the age of 16, who must pass the screening process:

• Emergency Room
• Pediatrics
• Labor & Delivery
• Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NICU)
• Outpatient Surgery
• Infusion Center
• Radiation Oncology
Union Health: Union Hospital has tested 31 patients and have 1 positive test and 7 negative test results. At Union, we appreciate the cooperation of the community and all that visit our campus with our visitor restrictions. At this time, there are no changes to visitation restrictions for Union Health facilities.
 
The COVID-19 Hotline (812.238.4871) remains open to answer your questions/concerns. Hours of operations are 7 a.m. – 7 p.m., 7 days a week.
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Higher Education
Indiana State University: Indiana State University’s latest information for campus and the public is on a web page: www.indstate.edu/covid-19.
Rose Hulman: Rose-Hulman’s latest announcement and actions can be found at https://www.rose-hulman.edu/about-us/community-and-public-services/health/index.html.
This update includes moving spring break to this next week, the transition to online courses after spring break, domestic non-essential travel restrictions, cancelation of large campus events, and more.
Saint Mary of the Woods: https://www.smwc.edu/offices-resources/offices/health-services-clinic/covid-19/
VCSC
VIGO COUNTY SCHOOL CORPORATION TO CLOSE THROUGH APRIL 3
Closure will include spring break

TERRE HAUTE, IN—In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Vigo County School Corporation will close at least through April 3. The decision to close was made in collaboration with the Vigo County Health Department.

“This a collaborative decision, based on the needs to protect the health of students, staff, and our community,” said Joni Wise, administrator, Vigo County Health Department. “While children may have less of an impact from COVID-19, school closure will help protect older adults who care for grandchildren.”

The closure includes spring break. The Vigo County School Corporation will utilize eight waiver days announced yesterday by Governor Holcomb for March 16-25. The Vigo County School Corporation is not using the At-Home e-Learning Packets that were sent home for e-Learning at this time, but will reserve them for any future needs.

The Vigo County School Corporation will continue to monitor the spread of COVID-19 in collaboration with the Vigo County Health Department. As the situation evolves, the Vigo County School Corporation will communicate new developments regarding school closure.

“We must do our part to contribute to public health at this time,” said Dr. Rob Haworth, superintendent. “This closure will help us ‘flatten the curve’ of COVID-19’s spread and give us time to investigate best public health practices. We will continue to monitor the spread of COVID-19 with the Vigo County Health Department and update our community.”



Free meals will be available for all students under the age of 18 from Monday, March 16 until Wednesday, March 25. Grab-and-go-style lunches will be distributed at Terre Haute North Vigo High School, Terre Haute South Vigo High School, and West Vigo Elementary from 11-12 each of those days in a “drive-through” style system. The meals will be a lunch with a breakfast for the next day. These details are subject to change based on demand.

Starting Monday, March 16, all extracurricular events are on hold until school resumes. Saturday’s SAT test at Terre Haute North Vigo High School will continue, following the governor’s guidelines for public gatherings. 

Families with concerns regarding special education services should contact Covered Bridge Special Education District at (812) 462-4364.

Parents may come to schools on Monday, March 16 from 8-2 to pick up medications. 

All custodians will work during first shift on Monday for deep cleaning of each building.

The school corporation will place many non-essential employees on administrative leave during this time, allowing employees to avoid personal financial hardship. 

While the eight waived days are not e-Learning days, the Vigo County School Corporation will release daily “Team Vigo At-Home” videos via Facebook and YouTube, to help families and students continue academic engagement during this prolonged closure. More information will be released next week.

Government
Vigo County Commissioners: Vigo County Commissioners have restricted public access to the Annex.  All departments within the annex are available by phone or email.  Contact information can be found at VigoCounty.In.Gov 
The Courthouse, Jail, Juvenile Center and Community Corrections have established rules specific to their needs.  It is recommended that you call those facilities before attempting to visit.

Vigo EMA: Vigo EMA continues to monitor current COVID 19 status and meet with Community and Response Partners. EMA will provide liaison relationship with State and Federal Agencies.

Vigo County Sheriff: Effective March 19, 2020, the Vigo County Sheriff’s Office is asking for the public to limit access to our facility until further notice. If you have urgent business, the office area will remain open during normal business hours.  The below changes are being put into place to better protect our staff and the community. 
 
Copies of accident reports – We are asking you go to buycrash.com to purchase an accident report.

Copies of incident/case reports – Email reports@vigosheriff.in.gov to request a copy of incident report.  Email shall contain your name, date of incident, and case/incident number being requested.  Case number should be similar to “2020VCSO-00355”.

Property releases – We will not be releasing general property from evidence without a court order.  You may call 812-462-3226 and ask for property release officer if you have questions.

Making a general/non-emergent report – If a report can be made by phone, we encourage you to call 812-232-3801.  This does not apply to emergent situations, personal injury related calls, etc.

Tax Warrants – Effective immediately all tax warrants need to be paid online (govpaynet.com) or by mail:
Vigo County Sheriff’s Office
201 Cherry St,
Terre Haute, In 47807
 

If you are wanting other forms of documentation/paperwork, we would respectfully ask for you to delay obtaining the documentation at the Sheriff’s Office, unless it is of immediate or urgent nature. 
 
***These requests/changes will not affect or limit our patrol efforts or responses to 911 calls.***  Our men and women will continue their service on the front lines, serving and protecting our community, and investigating crimes.
 
John Plasse
Vigo County Sheriff
 

Chamber of Commerce
The Chamber is currently working to serve the business community and general public as a place for up-to-date information and answers to FAQ. We have two web pages to direct you to view. The biggest is our Business Resources Guide. https://www.terrehautechamber.com/business-services/covid-19/ This can also be accessed via our homepage. We also have a Local Restaurant Guide https://www.terrehautechamber.com/local-restaurant-guide-during-covid-19/ for restaurants that are still operating on new regulations. 

